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Current TxDOT MS4 Program 

 

ÁTxDOT permits managed at District 

Á23 of 25 districts have MS4 permits 

 

 

 

Á34 Permits: 

ï13 Phase I permits 

ï2 Combined Phase I and II permits 

ï19 Phase II permits 
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Majority of DOTs  have Phase II and Individual Permits 

ÁPermits for DOTs: 

ï27 state DOTs covered by Phase II general permit 

ï11 state DOTs have DOT-specific individual permit 

ï5 state DOTs not covered by NPDES permit 

ïRemaining 7 permitted by DOT district, co-permitted, or combination of 

permit types 
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TxDOT Statewide Permit 

ÁApplied for Statewide Individual Permit 

ïStatewide = MS4 regulated area, not all roads in the state 

ÁStreamline 34 permits into 1 statewide permit 

ÁSimplify reporting (1 report per year vs. 34) 

ÁStandardize statewide SWMP specific to TxDOT operations 

ÁMaintain fiscally responsible program 

ÁFocus where TxDOT has authority and influence 

ïNo ordinance development capability 

ïLimited legal authority, only within ROW 
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How is Statewide Permit different? 

ÁModeled after Phase II Permit 

ïIncludes requirements from Phase I permits 

ïAnti-backsliding 

ïIncludes new Phase II areas from 2010 census 

ÁFocus on programmatic enhancements for IDDE 

ÁFacility inspections 

ÁMapping permanent controls 

ÁEnhanced TMDL requirements 

ÁEnhanced training requirements 
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Status of Statewide Permit WQ0005011000  

ÁEPA and TCEQ concurrence on permit issuance 

ÁTCEQ received public comment 

ÁTCEQ published  Final Decision Letter and Response to Comments (RTC) 

ïOne change to permit based on comments (clarification) 

ÁTCEQ received Hearing Request 

ÁTCEQ currently reviewing Hearing Request 
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Applying Lessons Learned to the Statewide Permit 

ÁEPA encourages adjustments to program elements 

ïòéde-emphasize some program components and strengthen others, 

based on the experience gained under the first permit.ó 

 

ÅòInterpretative Policy Memorandum on Reapplication Requirements for Municipal 

Separate Storm Sewer Systemsó 
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Highlighting what we have we learned 

Á3rd Party outfalls 

ïCoordinating with adjacent MS4s is key 

ÁInvestigating  and monitoring 3rd party outfalls will provide greater water 

quality improvements and measures of SWMP effectiveness 

Á20 years of Phase I characterization monitoring has met the objective 
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Highlighting what we have we learned 

ÁOversight of construction activities at the programmatic level 

ïAlleviate perceptions through rigorous auditing process 

ïTxDOT inspection of TxDOT projects 

ÅAudit the inspector ð are they following up on violations? 

ÅDocument processes ð does the documentation back this up? 

ÅDocument follow-up 

ÅMS4 program oversight 
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Statewide Permit Implementation  

ÁEnhanced IDDE program in lieu of stormwater characterization monitoring 

ïCollect water quality samples from illicit discharges 

ÁIncreased 3rd Party Outfall Investigation (IDDE) 

ïFor stormwater pollutants originating outside ROW 

ïInvestigation performed during outfall mapping and regularly by Maintenance staff 

ÁMust work closely with neighboring MS4s 

ïTxDOT has no enforcement authority to implement ordinances, assess fines 

ÁEvaluate water quality data collected by: 

ïNCTCOG, RWWCP 

ïHouston Area Wet Weather Characterization Monitoring 

ïNational Stormwater Quality Database 

ïTCEQ Clean Rivers Program 

ÁPerform TMDL Assessment by analyzing contribution 
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Tools for Compliance 

ÁOutfall Mapping 

ÁAnnual Reporting 

ÁExternal Tools 

ÁInternal Tools 
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Outfall Mapping 

 

ÁCompleted statewide in MS4 regulated area 

ÁTablet-based data collection 

ïIpad or Android 

ïGPS capable 

ïDrop-downs for consistency 

ïReal time 

ÁIDDE, facility inspection, data verification 

ÁTxDOT Form available for free 

ïadaptable 
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DoFORMS Data Collection 

ÁDistrict 

ÁOutfall Name/number 

ÁLocation (Lat/Long) with description 

ÁPhotos 

ÁPrecipitation info (antecedent conditions) 

ÁOutfall type (outfall, third party) 

ÁOutfall shape, material, height 

ÁDeposits, staining, vegetation conditions 

ÁFlow odor, flow color, discharge route, volume, rate estimate 

ÁTurbidity 

ÁFloatables 

ÁOutfall class 

ÁComments 

ÁField sampling data 
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DoFORMS Data Collection 

ÁReport can be directly emailed 

ïPotential illicit discharge?   

  Verify and confirm with office  

  staff immediately. 
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